
12.03  HOME OCCUPATIONS.  It is deemed appropriate to allow limited nonresidential 

activities to operate in conjunction with a residence in those zoning districts where residential 

dwellings are permitted, provided the regulations protect the character and integrity of the 

unincorporated area. 

 

The objective of these regulations is to allow limited commercial type activities associated with a 

residence only to the extent that the activity is clearly subordinate to the residential or 

agricultural use of the property.  Uses such as motor vehicle repair or body shop, motor vehicle 

sales, recycling center, retail business or similar type uses shall not be considered a home 

occupation.  Due to the diverse pattern of development in the rural area, the regulations provide 

for both minor and major home occupations. 

 

12.0301  Minor Home Occupation.  In all zoning districts permitting residential dwellings, minor 

home occupations in compliance with each of the following standards are permitted as accessory 

uses.  Due to their incidental and residential nature, minor home occupations are relatively 

common accessory uses which are not easily detectable and are not reasonable or desirable to 

regulate through a conditional use permit. 

 

 1) The occupation shall be conducted entirely within a dwelling and clearly incidental to 

the use of the structure for residential purposes. 

 2) There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the dwelling or any visible 

evidence of the conduct of the occupation. 

 3) Only residents of the dwelling shall be employed by or participate in the occupation. 

 4) The storage of equipment, vehicles, or supplies associated with the occupation shall 

not occur outside the dwelling.  Accessory buildings or structures shall not be used for 

storage. 

 5) There shall be no display of products visible in any manner when viewed from outside 

the dwelling. 

 6) No advertising or display signs shall be permitted other than a nameplate attached to 

the dwelling.  The nameplate shall not be illuminated and shall not be more than two 

square feet in area.  No off premise signs shall be used. 

 7) The occupation shall not require internal alterations or involve construction features 

not customary in a dwelling.  External alterations intended to create a separate 

entrance or other feature exclusively for the occupation is prohibited. 

 8) There shall be only limited and incidental sale of products conducted on the premise. 

 9) The occupation shall not generate more than four (4) visits per day from clients or 

customers averaged over a period of seven (7) consecutive days. 

 10) The occupation shall not result in additional off-street parking spaces for clients or 

customers. 

 11) Toxic, explosive, flammable, combustible, corrosive, radioactive or other restricted 

materials are prohibited. 

 12) No equipment or process shall be used in the occupation which creates noise, 

vibration, glare, fumes, or odor detectable to the normal senses off the property. 

 13) No equipment or process shall be used in the occupation which creates visual or 

audible electrical interference in any radio or television receiver or causes fluctuations 

in line voltage off the property. 

 14) The number of deliveries generated by the occupation shall not significantly affect the 

character of the area.  Delivery vehicles shall be limited to auto, pick up, or typical 

delivery service truck. 

 



12.0302 Major Home Occupation.  It is recognized that home occupations which exceed the 

requirements of Section 12.0301 may be appropriate in a low density residential setting or if 

associated with an agricultural use.  For the purpose of this ordinance, such uses are classified as 

either a Class 1 or Class 2 major home occupation, and shall be evaluated giving consideration to 

the following criteria: 

 

(A)  Class 1: 

 (1) The occupation shall be conducted entirely within a dwelling or accessory building 

and clearly incidental to the use of the structure for residential purposes. 

 (2) The occupation shall be operated by a member of the family residing in the dwelling. 

 (3) Employees of the occupation shall be limited to residents of the dwelling and up to 

two (2) non-resident employees, not to exceed four (4) employees on site. 

 (4) In addition to the dwelling, up to 750 square feet of accessory building space may be 

used for the occupation. 

 (5) The occupation shall not create noise which, when measured off the property, exceeds 

60 decibels between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  The occupation shall not 

create noise which is detectable to the normal sensory perception off the property 

between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.  These off the property noise standards 

shall not apply to public and railroad rights-of-way. 

 (6) The occupation shall not create vibration, glare, fumes, odor, or electrical interference 

detectable to the normal senses off the property. 

 (7) No outside storage, display of goods or merchandise, or external evidence of the 

occupation shall occur except as outlined in this section. 

 (8) A non-illuminated nameplate not exceeding two square feet in area may be placed on 

the dwelling or accessory building.  Additionally, one non-illuminated sign not 

exceeding four square feet in area may be located along the driveway for the 

occupation.  No off premise signs shall be used. 

 (9) The occupation shall not generate more than 10 visits per day from clients or 

customers averaged over a period of seven (7) consecutive days. 

 (10) There shall be only limited and incidental sale of products conducted on the premise. 

 (11) The number of deliveries generated by the occupation shall not significantly affect the 

character of the area.  Delivery vehicles shall be limited to auto, pick up, or typical 

delivery service truck. 

 

(B)  Class 2: 

 (1) The occupation shall be conducted in a dwelling or agricultural building accessory to 

the dwelling which comprise the headquarters for the agricultural use, and such 

agricultural use is conducted on one or more parcels of land with a total area of at 

least one-half of a quarter section or equivalent area which must be contiguous to or 

in close proximity to the headquarters. 

 (2) The occupation shall be clearly secondary to the principal use of the land for 

agricultural purposes. 

 (3) The owner or occupant of the dwelling shall be engaged in the occupation. 

 (4) The occupation shall have no more than five (5) employees, including residents of the 

property. 

 (5) The occupation shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building typical of 

farm buildings.  Such building shall be located behind the dwelling, or shall be 

located at least 200 feet from the nearest road right-of-way. 



 (6) All materials, supplies and products associated with the occupation shall be stored 

within a building or if open storage of materials or equipment is required it shall be 

concealed with appropriate screening or landscaping. 

(7) A non-illuminated nameplate not exceeding two square feet in area may be placed on 

the dwelling or agricultural building.  Additionally, one non-illuminated sign not 

exceeding four square feet in area may be located along the driveway for the 

occupation.  No off premise signs shall be used. 

 (8) The use shall cease operating when the property is no longer in conformance with 

Section 12.03.02 (B) (1). 

 
12.0303 Major Home Occupation - Permit Procedure.  A conditional use application is required 

for a major home occupation in accordance with the requirements of Article 19.00.  The 

application shall be evaluated and conditions established using the criteria in Section 12.0302 

(A) or (B). 
 


